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had three letters written; one to Sidney, command-
ing his immediate return ; one to Drake, threatening
him with her eternal displeasure if he allowed Sidney
to accompany him ; the third to the mayor of
Plymouth, bidding him see that her orders were
obeyed. But Sidney was prepared for the emer-
gency. A friend at Court warned him of the de-
spatch of these letters, and the messenger bearing
them was met four miles from Plymouth by a couple
of Sidney's henchmen, disguised as sailors, who
purloined the letters. " The bruit runneth on stilts
in London, and amongst many courtiers/' wrote a
gossip from Nonsuch on the 12th of September,
" that Sir Francis is gone and Sir Philip too." *
Even Sidney's father-in-law was misled and in the
dark, " Sir Philip," Walsmgham wrote on the 13th
of September, " hath taken a very hard resolution to
accompany Sir Francis Drake on his voyages, moved
thereto for that he saw that her Majesty was disposed
to commit the charge of Flushing unto some other;
which he reputcth would fall out greatly to his dis-
grace, to see another preferred before him, both for
birth and judgment Inferior unto him. The despair
thereof and the disgrace, that he doubted he should
receive, have carried him into a different course."

Drake left Plymouth on the I4th of September,
having for one of his chief officers Captain Christo-
pher Carleill, a young veteran in naval enterprise,
who had lately married Mary Walsingham, Sir

* BelvoirMSS.; John Stanhope to the Earl of Rutland. This
letter and others confirm the strange narrative given in great detail
by Fulke Greville.